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Pretty Pleasant Run, Where Artists
SKetcK and Nature Lovers Linger

i v V iHl 'MS I'.A'AIts Beauties Pictured and Storied.. .Well-Patroniz- ed Old Swimming Holes...
;

i'. Resort for Indianapolis Painters, Butler College Students, Botanists,

W? Ä' 'Wild Flower SeeKers --and Disciples of Thoreau

View Pleasant Run from Arlington Avenue Bridge

Hints on ow tKe ticnjseHolder
May Beautify His BacKyard

Robert Cameron, Head Gardener of the Harvard Botanic Gar-
dens, FurnisHes Some Excellent Ideas on the Subject... Small-

est Lot of Land May be Made Into Landscape Picture
N THE sprhi the average house-

holder's fancy lightly turns to
thoughts of gardening. True he
may not be able to do very much
at It. The means at hand are

perhaps exceedingly limited. The back
yard which the whole family foresees beau-
tified beyond the wildest dreams is per-
haps only ten by fifteen feet. Its supply of
soil may be por and scanty. Probably nei
ther the man nor his wife was properly
trained In youth by study of books on
"How to Tell the Wild Flowers from the
Minerals" and similar treatises which are
nowadays so popular.

Both may even be Ignorant of the" sub-
ject matter of Bridget WIggs's monumental
work on "Queer Bugs I Have Saw In My
Cabbage Patch," and, quite likely, neither
of them has ever experienced the delight of
taking the Kneipp cure across the neigh-
bors' lawns on a dewy May morning. Yet,
whether behind the times, up with them
or a decade or two in advance of them,
even the most conventional American man
and wife find themselves longing in the
early spring to become landscape architects
on a small scale.

And there's no reason, why they shouldn't
become such so, at least, Mr. Robert Cam-
eron, the head gardener of the Harvard
botanic gardens, says. Mr. Cameron has
been many years conducting the practical
"work In this notable department of the
university on a fine old estate owned by
Harvard, and has been raising more plants
and shrubs than most people ever saw.
He believes thoroughly in the back yard
beautified behind the house beautiful. A
few of the very rich in this country are
able to engage landscape architects . to
make their estates worthy of being writ-
ten up with gorgeous illustrations in the
magazines. Mr. Cameron finds, however,
that there are a few simple principles
which, if followed consistently, will en-

able anybody who is willing to take a
little pains In the adornment of his place
to get favorable results; and this spring,
he holds. Is the right time to begin. Let
the suburbanite business man, he think?.
remember the maxim which he sticks over
his office boy's desk and "Do It Now."

"The smallest lot of land attached to a.
house says Mr. Cameron, "may, if given
thought and consideration, be made into a
landscape picture. The great trouble with.

. most owners of small lots of ground is
that they do not understand how to' plant
in order to get the most pleasing effects.
The area is usually covered all over with
trees and shrubs, and hence the work is
meaningless.

"In making up his landscape picture the
amateur artist must have a canvas to
work upon. The canvas in this case is the
grctn lawn. The lawn is the first requi-
site, and it should ordinarily present a
little unbroken stretch in the center of the
lot. The beds and borders should be thor-
oughly prepared before planting begins.
If the Foil is poor or lacking humus, a lib-
eral quantity of well rotted barnyard ma-
nure should be worked into it.

"The plantations of trees and shrubs
should be confined to the outer edges and
margins of the lot: and, as a general rule,
all shrubbery should be in irregular
masses. The eye is not pleased with the
Eight of two clumps of bushes of exactly
the same size. Above all. openings should
be left wherever there is an especially
pleasing vista. Many people make the mis-
take of entirely shutting their gardens in.
Vines and dwarf shrubbery ought to be
planted n?ar the house and the piazza so
us to bring them into close union with the
Breed lawn.

"Only the hardiest ornamental trees and
shrubs should be used by amateurs those
requiring no protection in winter and blos-
soming abundantly during the season.
Shrubs suitable for tho amateur's garden
may be planted either in the spring or the
fall.

A good list of shrubs for small grounds,
graceful in growth, handsome in foliage
and moderate in size, is tho following: For
the background of tall shrubs, mock or-
anges, Philadelphus grandlflora and Pyrus
coronaria. lilacs of hardy sort, tall Deut-zia- s.

shrubby Hebiscuses. Viburnus. cor-
nels or dogwoods, snowballs, Tartarian
honeysuckles, privets and tall barberries.

"For the center of the bed, which have
tH'en prepared with the grounds, use med-
ium sized shrubs such as Japanese quinces,
Weigelicas. Spirneas. Berberis Thunbergii,
Forsythias, Hydrangeas, Symphorocarpos
or snowberry, Rhodotypos Kerrioides, Rosa-rugos- ru

In front of the borders, making atransi- -
tion from the smooth lawns to the tall
shrubs, plant some of tho very low shrubs,
among which the safest are Deutzia gracilis,
Kcrria Japonica. RIbcs aureum. Spiraea
Anthony Waterer. Spiraea Thunbergii and
S. Reevesiana.

"For very cool shady spots, as under a
Clump of trees, the best varieties are rhodo-
dendrons, azaleas and kalmlas. Good shrub-
by climbers for the niazza and house are
the Wisteria sinensis. Dutchman's pipe,
AriPtiloebia sipho Akebia quinata. Clematis
panlculata, Fanjuhar rose sweetheart white
climbing rose and crimson rambler rose.

"Any of the foregoing varieties, which
are vry useful In the northern and centralportions of the United States, may be ob-
tained from good nurserymen."

So much for the shrubbery from which
the amateur .landscape architect will do
well to select the leafy adornments of hisbackyard. But It's a weak enthusiast whowill not also demand flowers. A long series
of beautiful blooms to keep his garden bril-
liant from the first days of spring to lateautumn are what the suburbanite wants.
To be wholly satisfied with his efforts he
must make such a selection that when one
set of blossoms goes to seed another takesIts place.

And there Is almost no limit, as Mr.
Cameron states, to the number of hardy
plants that the amateur can profitably use
In his garden. In fact, the greatest danger
is that he will select too many and choke
the open spaces of his central lawn.- - Flow-ers should be of the nature of fringes or
employed in small masses; the garden pic-
ture must have plain, unadorned tractswhere the eye will rest upon nothing but
smooth green.

A good-size- d list of these hardy plants
has been prepared, and, since it embodies
the results of long experience and experi-
mentation at the Harvard Botanical (.Jar-de- n.

It Is likely to be of considerable value.
Early among the bloomers that the ama-

teur Is likely to be successful with are theAlypsum saxatyle. popularly known ns
golden tuft or, gold dust; the nodding co-
lumbinea particularly pretty species ofvhieh Is the Itocky mountain columbine.with its blue and white blossoms fitting
well into the margin of n fixed border; the

. rock cress; the dwarf phlox whose profuse
pinkish-purpl- e and white blossoms come
out in April and May; Jacob's ladder; sweet

.William, belonging to the same family
of carnations and lifting dark purple and
white flowers a good two feet above the
soil; the blue harebell Campanula carpar-tlc- a:

the showy larkspur; bleeding heart
Lneentra spectaMIis one of the most grace-
ful hcrdy plants of the early summer; the
Litter vetch, or Orobus, revealing beautiful
purples and blues, with red veins and
green-tinte- d keel; the scarlet Lychlns, or
catchfly; primrose and cowslips; the bril-
liant poppies, peonies and IrUec in particu-
lar the German Iris, which will flourish
litest ai' and tho Iris ltabigata, a

mi ne iri'

p

a
Japanese Importation that is a particularly
fine plant for the late summer, and which
requires more water than the Teutonic
kind needs.

When profusion of color Is desired there
are always the geranium sanguinea. which
creates good masses of red and. in June,
the Baptisia australis, which bears fine
racemes of blue. Of the compositae two
excellent specimens are the Erigeron spe-ciosu- s,

otherwise known as the fleabane,
with its great blossoms of violet purple
measuring two inches or more across the
top and the Aster alpinus, the blue daisy
of the early summer.

Hardy perennials that is, flowers which
come up year ai'tt--r year are especially
good for city back yards, because thoy can
be grown in artificial rock gardens or in
the rough soil that is usually found in such
places. The large-growin- g perennials are
also very useful for producing a sub-
tropical effect. For the latter purpose the
suburbanite should especially consider the
sunflower; the various Silphiums embrac-
ing the compass plant, the cup plant and
prairie dock; brownish Boconias; the
Arundo donax, with its long:, slender
leaves; spikenard and other varieties of
Aralia; the Rheums, a kind which we re-
gard as-- better adorning a pie plate than
a flower garden when we think of com-
mon rhubarb, but which has numerous
other varieties effective for ornamentation;
th stately, graceful Centaurea, with its
silvery leaves; blue or white Erynglums,
and the blue Echinops, belonging to the
epd of summer.

For lawn beds there are numerous hardy
and half-hard- y perennials that are attrac-
tive. In early spring one. may consider
Siline pendula and forget-me-not- s; the
phloxes and the Stellaria holostea a
dainty, starlike white blossom. Then,
while the summer fi 'still young, the dwarf
Veronicas come in, followed by the peonies
and irises.

For the late season there is a long list in
which many old-tim- e favorites appear. One
must include here the pale blue monkshead,
the delicate anemone, the Helenium, which
puts forth its many-petalle- d yellow' blos-
soms; the New England asters; black-eye- d

Susans, noble stonecrop, which puts forth
its thick clusters in late summer and early
autumn, in colors ranging from a rosy
flesh tint through carmine to shades of
deep purple; the day lilios and the orange-yello- w

sundrops. And to stich a list, the
surbanite must add in large letters the glor-
ious foxgloves and hollyhocks.

About the borders of Mower beds the wise
amateur will set out bulbous plants allium- -
moly. a brilliant, old-tim- e flower of early
summer; the delightful varieties of crocus,
snowdrops, hyacinths and lilies; the many
species of narcissus, meadow saffron, dainty
Erythroniums, including the dogtooth;
beautiful spring flowering squills and bril-
liant tulips.

To make good use of these and many oth-
er growths all that is needed, Mr. Cameron
says. Is to start with good taste and a
knowledge of when and where to plant
the different seeds and bulbs to best ad-
vantage. The former asset is seemingly a
difficult one to acquire, but the latter comes
with long practice and study of manuals,
soils, fertilizers and the weather. And when
next winter's frosts come around the back-
yard gardener will find he has gained in
health and knowledge and in the. apprecia-
tion of things beautiful all this for a small
outlay of time, and money.

CambridgeMass., April 2C.

Hcmsecleaningf and Moving
QTH nur rrri at rttl m nt Virn-- TiVirt

I lived In caves and, had, according
I 4 11 - tAiiifd r minimum r fIU Xli HV..UUUL?t d lllllillilUlli v

clothing and furniture, insist
upon turning the caves topsy

turvy when spring came round, piling the
few chairs and tables on top of one an-

other, hanging the infrequent rugs out on
the clotheslines and driving our prehistoric
fathers to the treetops for refuge? If she
did not if she permitted the rugs to stay
just where they were and bothered not at
all about the possible accumulation of dust
and prehistoric microbes; if she permitted
our prehistoric fathers to live as nearly
in peace in the lovely springtime as they
did the rest of the year then it is a moot-
ed question as to whether the vaunted
progress of woman has gone very far after
all. At least it is from a masculine view-
point.

It's different with a woman. House-cleanin- g

is in her blood and she can't help
it. If the prehistoric mother didn't house-clea- n

probably, after all, she was persuad-
ed not to with a club, after the gentle cus-
tom of the prehistoric father; so perhaps
she wasn't so praiseworthy a being after
all. Nobody who has his eyes and ears
open in the last week can doubt that the
long-looke- d for and almost despaired-o- f
springtime has actually arrived. A general
deshabile In the appearance of every other
house in town, an almost immodest scar-
city of drapery at windows, a generous dis-
play of furniture and rugs in yards and on
verandas, tho monotonous - thwack of the
carpet-beater- s and the swish of the mop,
have assailed the senses of sight and hear-
ing on every hand. Decidedly spring bas
come.

Houaecleaning is an old. old story, but
flatcleaning Is a comparatively new one.
The woman who housecleans her flat doesn't
have half so good a time of it as the woman
who housecleans her house. Of course she
can tie up her head and tuck up her rklrts
just the same as the housecleaner, and she
can pile her chairs and tables and cabinets
Into Just as obnoxious heaps, in a flat as she
can in a house; but she can't do the things
on the expansive scale that she can manage
when she has an upstairs and a downstairs,
an attic and a cellar to make uncomfort-
able. There isn't the same amount of rev-
elry In It. Neither has she the joy of hav-
ing her russ and carpets hung on the
clothesline in the back yard and beholding
the clouds of dust that go up from them
at the merry whacks of the carpet boaters.
For it is a Joy. Only a woman knows what
satisfying bliss it is; it gives her the same
thrill of joy that she feels when she rubs
her handkerchief over her face on her re-

turn from a trip Gown town and rinds it
covered with dirt. Outwardly she laments,
but in her heart of hearts she knows she'd
feel cheated, if it were not there. No; the
poor flat dweller shakes her little rugs out
the window or over the back porch and her
big ones she has to see loaded into a
wagon and driven off to the cleaner's and
she never does have the sati?faction of
knowing just how full of dust they were.

A number of IndianatMlis flats are hav-
ing a general housecleanlng thin year and
that is a serious matter. In some cases
the cleaning amounts to the painting or
cleaning of the outside of the building and
a general renovation of the halls. In at
least one case, however, the entire build-
ing has been done over; all the halls and
the walls of th apartments have been
painted, and the place was absolutely ah'

for s-- vrl ilnv'S Som' of the
tenants went to h"t-l- . other went out of
the city to make enforced visits with rela-
tives; and niojt of them wished for tho

LEAS ANT RUN! What a pleas-
ing stream and what pleasant
memories it recalls! What aP

lit ,

be gleaned along thy banks! The
wild flowers that bJoom in the woocl3 that
shade thy waters; the birds that rest on
the trets whoso roots drinl: thy life cur-
rent; the urrir.gs that bubble from the
hill sides and help feed thee; the fishes.
Unties, frogs and harmless snake3 that
pecple the depths of thy pools and furnish
sport for the small boy; the sand and
gravel bars which each freshet that
change. thy course develops and which
often yield a prize in tho form of a "geo"
or a fossil; the well-wor- n paths that wind
through field and thicket wherever thy
wandering takes thee, and the soothing
purling or musical rill of thy waters as
they race over stony bed or surge past
a tree; that partly blocks thy channel all
these have I and hundreds of other nature
lovers of Indianapolis known and appre-
ciated for years.

Pleasant run is a pretty stream, but It
is not all beautiful. That portion between
Fort Hilton U. Brown and Garfield Park
and from the dam in the park to White
river has been defiled by civilization. It
may seem contradictional to say that civil-

ization, which is supposed to educate and
refine, can defile, but it is true as to
streams that run through cities. Pleasant
run, within the boundaries of Indianapolis,
is an eyesore. In summertime old tin cans,
discarded boots and shoes, in fact, rub-

bish of all klnus, line Its bed and banks,
while private sewers and drains foul its
waters. Tho same may be said of Pogue's
run and, in a lesser degree, of Fall creek.
Therefore it may be asserted that while
professing to grow rapidly in culture and
refinement civilization Indianapolis is
really retrograding in permitting pollution
of its little waterways. One of the cardinal
principles of civilization is the preserva-
tion of health. The better the san-
itary laws the higher civilized are the peo-
ple. Art, music, the science of baseball,
football, polo and boxing are minor to san-
itation. To permit open sewers to offend
the nostrils in midsummer, thereby invit-
ing pestilence, savors of barbarism. It is
true spring freshets 'purge the streams of
their accumulation of filth, but one cleaning
in twelve months is not enough.

It was not my Intention to sermoniz-- ;

cn sanitation, but the recollection of what
I saw-i- the city last summer, compared
with a recent view of Pleasant run north
and east of Irvington, was an incitement
that could be sillied only by "speaking my
mind."

SOME BEAUTY SPOTS.
Beginning a few squares north of Wash-

ington street there is . succession of beauty

good old ante-fl- at days, when, no matter
how torn up the house was, there was al-
ways some nook and cranny left snug and
taut for a refuge at night..

Housecleanlng is not the only evil that
sprint? brings in her train, however. As the
heroine of the melodrama usually puts
it, "There is another." The other Is moving.
The drawing of straws is about the only
way to settle which is the most uncom-
fortable process, housecleanlng or moving,
and then perhaps it would not stay settled.
In the springtime the instinct for change
begins to stir in the nomadic race that rents
Its dwelling places, and the first of May
sees a long, procession of moving vans full
of all varieties of lares and penates, moving
from the shelter of one vine and fig tree
to another more eleslrable one. At least
it looks more desirable just then, while
the moving process is on; but after things
have been settled In their places It is usu-
ally discovered that the window fastenings
of the vine and fig tree do anything rather
than fasten, and that the neighbors are not
all that could be desired. So that by the
time another springtime rolls round, with
its procession of moving vans, there Is an- -,

other shifting of the lares and penates, and
the moving procession moves merrily on.

This Is the true story of the experience
of one Indianapolis couple virtually a mov-
ing story.

The couple in question have not been
housekeeping very long; in fact, they have
not been married very long. This was their
first move, and consequently they did not
know all that Is to be known of moves
and movers; they do not feel, even now,
that they know all there is to be known,
but they are several degrees sadder and
wiser.

Following the good old recipe they
caught their first hare of all. The new
house' was duly and painstakingly selected
and made as nearly ready as a house may
be btlore the time of moving. The packi-
ng" was systematically done, and on Sat-
urday before the day the Mrs. Blank
called up the transfer men and left an
order for the biggest van at half-pa- st

7 on Monday. Sunday she passed In
peaceful anticipation of the morrow. .

The morrow came; likewise half-pa- st

7; but the transfer men did not. At
S o'clock Mrs. Blank called up the trans-
fer company. "Why, we havn't any such
order on our books." said the man at the
other end. How Mrs. Blank hated that
man.

"You've got to have the order," she saidhotly. "I talked to you twice on Saturday,
and I know you have it."

"Wait a minute," said the man. You
always have to wait a minute when you
talk to the transfer men. It was several
minutes this time befcre he returned. Mrs.
Blank's tone had been somewhat cutting
and his was correspondingly mild. "We
have your order, but unfortunately we had
a couple of jobs left over from Saturday
anil we've got to finish them up. but we'llget our wagons up to you by half-pa- st ten
and you'll get moved all right this morn- -
ing."

Mrs. Blank in peace and quiet-
ness. The plumber man came and dis-
connected her kitchen rani?e. He didsomething else that he didn't tell her
about, but she found it out later. He
turned off the gas from the house. Then
the water man came, in accordance with
tho orders of trusting Mr. Blank down
town, and turned off the water. And Mrs.
Blank welcomed them all sweetly, for she
knew that there were other gases and
other waters In the house where she was
going- - at half-pa- st ten.

But half-pa- st ten came, and still no vans;
eleven, and Just as many. She concluded
to wait till noon. Then It was no use to
call them up at the noon hour, so she
waited, expecting the vans directly after
lunch. She followed the waiting policy
till 2 o'clock, then she resorted to the tel-
ephone again. It wa3 another man -- this
ti:a i. lie spoke with decision. He did not

spots along Pleasant run. At EUenberg-er'- s
woods the course of the stream turns

sharply to the east. Trees overhang its
banks and in summer the leafed branches
form au arch that extends from the east
side of the woods almost to the Ilitter-avenu- e

bridge. Booking west from the
bridge there is a view that has been ad-ir.Ir- cd

by thousands of people, and sketched
?nu painted by nearly every artist in the
city. In the "Betty ' series of Irvir.gton
stories 1 told why the bridge was n.'.med
the "bridge of sighs." It is still a favorite
trystiiig place lor lovers ana sweethearts,
and Butler College students of both sexes
visit it often in line weather.

Just above the bridge the stream winds
sharply irom the northeast and the cur-
rent, lashing against the south pier, has
v.crked out a hole where minnows, catfUh
and suckers can be seen. Farther down is
a well-patroniz- ed swimming hole with a
spring-boar- d hanging over the bank. It is
euch a swimming hole that James Whit- -
comb Riley has immortalized, but it has
advantages many other old swimming hoies
have not; it is arched over with trees,
the branches and leaves making a wel-
come shade on hot days, and there is a slow
current constantly running through, thus
giving the bathers fresh water all the time
they are in it. There are plenty of other
good swimming holes in the creek, but this
one is the most popular because it is the
test screened from houses and roadways.

A short distance below the hole is a
sulphur spring, marked by a yellowish or
orange circle, whose overflow can be traced
to the-- creek by a yellowish-re- d irregular
line. Across the run is a pretty grove of
forest trees known as Ellenberger's woods,
and familiar to every Butler student, for
no student's education is complete until
he or she has picnicked in the grove, botan-
ized it thoroughly, plucked from its wealth
of wild flowers, or visited it by moonlight,
properly chaperoned, and, participated in a
marshmallow roast.

STRANGE STORIES TOLD.
And what happens there sometimes at

midnight, when the frat "spiking" season
Is over and initiation begins, only the
Greeks, the owls and the four-foote- d noc-

turnal wanderers can tell. Strange stories
have been told by near-b- y residents, but
people who are aroused from their sleep
by blood-curdlin- g yells are apt to Imagine
a great deal, and the tales of weird doings
may be overdrawn. Anyhow, what mat-
ters it if a procession of white-robe- d stu-

dents carrying a casket passes along the
street to the run at midnight and lowers
a coffined initiate into the water. No human
skeleton ever has been found in the classic
confines of Irvington none, at least, since
the secrets of the Holmes house were dis-

closedand no student honored by elec-

tion into a college fraternity ever has com-

plained of what happens to him. He takes
his medicine, to u'se a slang phrase, and
waits until next year to assist in admin-
istering a dose to some newly chosen vic-
tim.

Perhaps I have digressed too far from
Pleasant run, but no sketch of the pretty
stream would be complete without allusion

Garfield FarK Pagoda

waited

Time Is Here
see how such a mistake had occurred, but
they had absolutely no record of such an
order. They were very busy, but they
would send their vans late In the after-
noon and get her moved by night surely.

"No. you won't!" said Mrs. Blank. "I
cannot possibly get moved till to-morr-

now, and I'll get somebody else for that,
thank you."

So she ordered her vans from another
transfer company and spent the afternoon
waiting in her packed-u- p house. a

Evening came and with It Mr. Blank. .He
made light of the misfortunes. The fur-
nace had been allowed to go out, but there
were fires in the grates; the gas range had
been disconnected, but the grates would
serve for cooking as well as for heating.
It was very jolly and picnicky. They car-
ried the edibles from the kitchen to their
room upstairs shades were drawn all over
thehouse and they did not care to cook and
eat in full gaze of the public and Mr.
Blank proceeded to light the gas to read,
while Mrs. Blank prepared their picnic sup-
per over the grate. That is, he lighted a
match to light the gas, but there was no
gas.
. "Not a lamp in the house!" gasped Mrs.
Blank. "Nor a candle. - I've got a little coal
oil. I'll borrow a lamp from Mrs. Next-do- or

I know she has a little one she uses
in the cellar."

The lamp was borrowed, filled with coal
oil, and that furnished light for the Blank
house for the part of the night that the
family sat up.

That Is practically the end of the story,
for the next day they moved. But before
they moved two things happened. The
transfer company from whom Mrs. Blank
ordered her vans the day before sent their
wagon at a few minutes past 7; at a
quarter past 7 the transfer company
from whom Mrs. Blank ordered a van on,
Saturday sent their wagon, and live min-
utes later a transfer company of whom Mrs.
Blank never heard sent their van. And
she discovered that the big bottle from
which she filled her lamp the night before
was her gasoline bottle, which was. In out-
ward and visible signs, exactly like her
kerosene oil bottle.

Mrs. Blank doesn't know whether there is
a moral to the story or not; but she doesn't
really care about moving.

i
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to. Butler students. They all, as well as
every graduate of botn sexes, know , the
run, its shady and sunny banks, and many
of the boys know its swimming holes.

Two hundred yards above Bitter-avenu- e

bridge the stream has another turn. In-
stead of coming from the north weft it is
scon flowing from the east, with a thirty or
forty foot bank on th? north side. Thjs
brink is literally carpeted with anemones.
Dutchman's breeches, blood-ro- ot jmd other
wild flowers in the spring. Just below
where Audubon ruad ends a tree long
served as a foot bridge, but th floods this
spring tore it loose and the tree probably
has served as fire wood, for it is nowhere
to be seen. The improvised foot bri ige was
narrow and lay ten or fifteen feet above the
water. It was no easy task to cross it. and
occasionally a boy with wet clothes could

J be seen scrambling u: the bank.
A ZIGZAG LINE.

Above where the footbridge was there is
a high bank on the south side of the
stream and below it a deep hole, where
red-ey- es and sunfish have been caught.
Looking' east the course of the stream
can be traced by the zigzag line that
seems to have been cut in a pretty piece of
bottom land that is well covered with blue-gras- s.

At the Arlington-avenu- e bridge,
which s high above the water, a good
view of the stream, as it flows westward
or comes from the east, can be obtained.
East of the bridge the north bank occa-
sionally rises high above the water, and
at one point it assumes the form of a bluff,
with shrubbery and willows growing down
to the edge of the stream.

Almost every foot of Pleasant run from
Washington street north and east for miles
is interesting to nature lovers. I have
Walked its paths many times and always
founel something new to admire. Catbirds,
robins, thrushes and other birds sing in the
trees above the stream and drink and
bathe in its waters. Muskrats are occa-
sionally seen and rabbits often are fright-
ened from a thicket. If you sit on the bank
and remain quiet you can see how the
water snake catches a minnow, and you
also may be rewarded with the view of a
water moccasin glitling from one side of
the stream to the other. Crows, Jays and
blackbirds break the quiet of the scene,
for they are ever present, and sometimes a
feminine laugh or the voices of boys and
glrl3 reminds you that you are not alone
in your enjoyment.

Among the artists who have sketched
and painted some of the scenes along the
run are T. C. Steele. R. B. Gruelle, Will
Forsyth. Otto Stark, Harry Williamson
(now a resident of Holland, whei--e he mar-
ried one of Queen Wilhelmlna's fair sub-
jects), Bruce Rogers (now a wetl-know- Tn

Boston artist), Miss Bessie Hendricks and
Miss Kate Layman, an amateur. Miss
Blanche Ostertag. of Chicago, spends part
of the summer sketching and painting the
scenery north of Irvington, which includes
Pleasant run. Classes from the college
also sketch and paint there and professors
of geology and botany give the students
outings along the banks and bed of the
tream. WM. H. KAYLOR.

Power and
the Board Have Been De-

layed in TKeir Plans by
the Damag'e Wrought by
the IVecent Floods.

That Are
Now Under Way

TIT."' fnrm o 1 nnünliK n f tViO Ttrdian
I I apolis parks will take place May 1.

such that there has so far been
little done iu the way of improve

ment of the parks this spring. 'Heretofore
the Park Board, by the time the first of
May 'has arrived, has had everything in
readiness for the opening. The flower beds,
previously, have all been made, the walks
and roadways have been put in shape, and
the large Improvements well under way,
but this year, on of the long winter
and the floods, which damaged the parks
extensively, little has been done.

The board, however, is pushing the work
as fast as it is able, and it is thought that
by the middle of next month all the parks
will be In fairly good shape; although it
will take the greater part of the summer to
repair the heavy damage caused by the
recent flood. Riverside and Brookside
Parks suffered the most damage.

The office of the Park Board now presents
busy scene. Draughtsmen are working

at large tables, drawing plans of the vari-
ous improvements that are to be made this
summer, and on every desk and table about
the place numerous blue-pri- nt drawings are
strewn. In the ofllce are a number of large
double swings that will be seen In the parks
this summer.

The employes of the ofllce particularly
enjoy the swings, and in them spend most
of their noon hour. In the midst of all
this work sits J. Clyde Power, the engineer
and superintendent. He is continually
working on new designs for the various
parks.

As Mr. Power explained the other day, the
making of a park Is an immense study, and
all that is done is with a view to the future.
The growth of the trees and shrubbery, the
creation of. romantic dells, the establish-
ment of perfectly natural landscapes, tbe
designs of all permanent improvements,
such as roads, walks, bridges, dams, build-
ings, etc., must be with one end in view-t-hat

of a harmonious picture for the future.
The arranging of the parks is a constant

study not only to Superintendent Power,
but to all of the members of the board,
for one improvement always suggests an-
other and together they go to make up
the whole.

Also the appearance of the parks and
their general care depend much upon the
workmen, and those in charge of the indi- -
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Indulgent Lawrenceburg Brewer
Will Gorge Son witH Travel

Victor Oberling, a Wealthy Indiana Man, Has Put His Son Marion, i

Twenty "Years Old, On an Allowance cf Five Dollars a
Day and Sent Him on a Trip Around tHo World

Formal Opening of the City's ParKs
Will Take Place May This

Superintendent

.Im-
provements
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I brewer of Lawrenceburg, Ind.,
t9 ill nie aidir imiri in v.iu- -

ciunatl the other day with his
son. Marion S. Obertlng. The

presence of the father and son In Cincinnati
was the prelude to a peculiar story, the
points of which will interest many because
of their ary trend.

Marlon Oberting is twenty years of age
and has a roviug disposition, or, at least,
has exhibited that tendency up to date, and
the father is determined to gorge the son
with traveling. As Mr. Oberting's wealth
is variously estimated la the hundreds of
thousands, he will find little difficulty In
doing this.

"I want to Introduce to you my traveling
son," was the elder brewer's jocular re-

mark when he and his son were seen in the
lobby.

"Marion is going around - the world as
many times as he sees fit. I have allotted
him $5 a day for his expenses, and when
his funds run low he may walk or stop at
a cheap boarding house until at $3 a day
he retrenches himself. I have arranged to
send him his money each month so long as
he wants to travel and see the world. I
think it far better for him to look the globe
over from the seat of a Pullman or from
the vantage point of a first-cla- ss steamer
than from the plane of hoboing.

"This boy of mine may need this travel,
but if he does or not he shall have It.

"Marlon has attended the common schools
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Beautiful Lahe
vidual parks, for the board has found by
experience that very few men are caapable,
either by natural Instinct or by the train-
ing of the mind, to care for the parks un-
der their charge, not to say anything of
directing laborers how to follow instruc-
tions.

QUESTION OF EMPLOYING HELP.
The Park Board, in hiring help, has to

be very careful, and consequently there
are few changes made among the em-
ployes, for it has been found that by
changing employes the parks have been
more damaged than benefited. It is not
always the man who loves a flower, or a
tree, says Superintendent Power, who can
look after a park, but more often It is the
man who scarcely knows a flower from a
weed who obeys instructions and is there-
fore the most valuable man.

The work in the parks this year will con-
sist principally in building a shelter house
at Klverside and putting the 1.000 acres
there in good shape. At the other parks
there will not be a great amount accom-
plished aside from the general improve-
ments!

To do-thi- s there will have to be a great
amount of work done at Brookside, Spades
and Riverside, and at the two former parks
wooden bridges will have to be built. Theboard will also have the trouble to
contend with this summer that it has al-ways had. and that is a lack of funds. Ittakes from $3.0) to $70.000 a year to main-
tain the park system of the citv, and theentire amount the board receives for main-taining and improving the parks does notexceed from SO.O) to $100.oixi, and whenthe amount necessary Cor keeping up theparks is deducted there is little left forgeneral Improvements.

The most extensive undertaking the park
board will have on its hands this year willbe the building of the large shelter houseat Riverside. Charles E. Cofiin, president
of the board, in talking of this the otherday, said:

"The shelter house, which will be builtat Riverside Park this year,, is going to
be very artistic and at the same timevery useful. It will be of two stories witha large basement which will have numerous
lockers and will also be an excellent room
for the storing of bicycles. The first floor
will be of cement and it will be used for
land concerts and also a place for shelter
w h-- n a storm blows up.

"The almost novel feature about the
shelter house will be the restaurant on the
second floor. It is the first time anything
of this kind has even been attempted by the
board, but we feel that it will meet withgtneral favor on account of the numberof people who visit the park and with to
umain cither all day or the great r part of
it and do not want to carry a lunch.

"The house we are going to build will
not be finished before next November. It
will be of Moorish architecture with very
lmle woodwork about it. The fram. will
ail be of iron, while the otu-- r material will
be cement.

'The roof will be of iron covered withtiling. With so little wood about the build-
ing, we feel that it will be almost fireproof.
So far there is nothing but the foundation
tir.ished. The cost of the shelter house win
be $.iö,' and we think it will not only t- -3

ery beautiful place, but will till a want
that has long been apparent at the park.

President Coflln wa asked if the usual
band concerts were to be held this sum-
mer, and said:

So far no atrangemcnts have
teen made in regard to band concerts In
the city parks. The idea is now to Lv.

A

of Lawrenceburg, the High School, the '

Dayton schools, the school at Kensselaer,
Ind.. Notr-- ? Dame University and the Kel- - '

son Rusiness College in Cincinnati.
"He one time asked my permission to go

hoboing. I assented, and he went out on
a long route, seeing the Interior of tht
United States from freight cars and other
modes of transportation, securing employ-
ment here and there, and he came home
with good clothe and money In his pocket.
I concluded that he was able to take cro
of himself. This was a great satisfaction
to me.

"I have fitted him out, without regard to
cost, in all tho trappings he will need, from
the ballroom favorite to a stoker. He car-
ries full-dre- ss suits and blue overalls, and
will don whichever poems to best suit Ida
circumstances, only he must expect but iZ
a day from his dad. He can stay ca the
road ten years In this manner if he fees fit.

"I am fortunate enough to be the largest
property owner in Lawrenceburg, and I
guess I shall be able to keep the wolf from
the door if he roams that long. He starts
to-morr- for Chicago. Duluth and tho
great lake region. He will return from there
to this city, and from here go to New York,
and will sail early this summer for Ger-
many. He will tour Germany, France,
Switzerland and the Mediterranean coun-
tries, and then take in South Africa, If ho
follows the plans he has mapped out. I
trust he will get to China and Japan after
the war is over, but be will look out for
himself as to that. I have warned him to
keep out of the Balkans, but his actions 4

will be guided by his own wishes. When I
see him to the train this evening I expect to
bid him good-by- e for a long time to come, i
and when he does return it must be void of'
his insatiate desire for travel."
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in Garfield ParK
a concert every Sunday afternoon at River-
side and Gartield Parks, and at Military
and Brookside Parks every other Sunday
afternoon. '

"These concerts have b-o- n go popular
that the board feels they should rot be dis-
pensed with. They attract thousands of
Ieople to the parks and I think do a mate-
rial good to the city and the people. f

"We have also decided." continued Pres-
ident Coflin. "to nut in two more baseball
diamonds at Riverside for the benefit of
the local clubs. As this is the purely Amer-
ican game the Park Board wants to du

f what it can to help it along. The.-- e will '
also be added four more tennis courts,
which will give us six in all.

OUTDOOR SPORTS.
"You see the tendency for outdoor sporta

has increased to such a great extent in the
past few years and Riverside Park affords
such excellent opportunities In this direc-
tion that we will try and arrange every ac-

commodation for those who desire to enjoy;
the various games."

"Will golf be as popular as ever?" was
asked the president.

"Yes." he naid. "golf will be played asf
much the coming summer as ever. from,
all indications. The rlf course was en- - '
larged year ln-for- last by the addition of
nine holet, thereby making it a full eight-en-ho- !e

course, which is said to be th5
best public course in the country.

"Mr. Ix-- e Nelson, who has heretofore
had charge of the links at the Country
Club, has been employed by the board anlwe think the golf grounds will be rendy
for the public about the time the parka
open.

"The board has also leased to the High-
land. Jolf Club," President Coffln wnt on
to say, "the ground west of the river, where
the club has. at Its own expense, made avery tine eighteen-hol- e course. This ground
has never been us 1 for park purposes and
therefore it would have required epjite :l
sum of money to get it in Khane. As It la
now, this club will Improve the grounds
and when they are again turned bark to '
the city they will be in excellent condition
and the board will not be out of iocket a
cent."

"What has the park Board done In theway of amusements for the large number
of children who visit the parks?" wa
asked President Collin. '

"The board has bought fifty new double-seate- d
iron swings In which the children

always find a great amount of pleasure.
These will be distributed at th" variousparks. A large number of new benrhshave leen bought fr the different parks.
A nove lty for Military. fJirfield and Brook-
side Parks this fiimiwr is a patent m rr-- -
go-rou- nd which a child can operate. It "is
expected that these will Im ejuite popular
with the children. The board hns al--
purchased a riumlH-- r of May ioies an.l l.sides the big repe swings at Riverside, and
other forms of amu ment which they ran
find around the:-.-- place, the board felsthat the :rovision for the children is very
complete."

I 'it it r moil m A ii to mo Iii I.
A Clevtland man has lectntly had con-

structed for his use and pleasure au auto-
mobil of 3i0-hor- se power, capable of seat-
ing comfortably twenty-eig- ht peoj 1c uud
making a spied of forty mlbs an hour or
more. The machine will climb nnv grade up
to per cent., with ease, ami Is luxuriously
fitted. A tb sc ript!, n says that It will prove
almost a conveiiiei.t as a Pullman car to
thrte who travel In it. It cot and"
is almost as 1 irge as a rallwar lacoino "
ÜVk.


